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The Royal Canadian Geographical Society has been serving 
Canada since 1929, in pursuit of its stated object "To make itself a 
real force in advancing geographical knowledge, and in disseminating 
information on the geography, resources and people of Canada", 


In that year a group of Canadians under the leadership 
of the late Dr, Charles Camsell, renowned for his geographical studies 
and survey work in the Canadian North, decided that Canada should not 
only have its own Geographical Society but also its own publication 
to make Canada better known both at home and abroad. The Canadian 
Geographical Journal was founded to meet this need and to "oub lish 
articles that will be popular in Character, easily read, well illus- 
trated, and informative", 


At that time the Royal Geographical Society in England 
was 100 years old and the National Geographic Society in the U.S.A. 
was 50 years of age. The new Canadian Society had ample precedent 
to follow in organizing its activities to meet Canadian needs. 
Through the years it has published the Canadian Geographical Journal, 
has granted twenty-nine Scholarships in Geography having a total 
value of $7,400, has contributed $33,100 to research projects (in 
addition to the research expenditures required to produce author- 
itative Journal articles), and has sponsored sixty-five public 
lectures by prominent scientists and explorers, 


: The work of the Society was recognized by Her Majesty 

The Queen in October 1957 by the grant of the prefix "Reyal” to its 
title. In June 1959 the Society was granted new armorial bearings, 

distinctively Canadian in design. The formal presentation of the 

' Grant of Arms was made by His Excellency, Major-General Georges P. 

: Vanier, D.S.0., M.C., C.D., at the Annual Meeting held on February 

15th, 1960, His Excellency is our Honorary Patron, following a 

precedent set by Lord Willingdon when the Society was first 

organized, and continued ever since by successive Governors-—General, 


Shortly before the end of his term as Governor-General, 
the Right Honourable Vincent Massey established the Massey Medal of 
the Society. It is awarded annually to a Canadian who is deemed by 
the Directors to have made an outstanding contribution to geographical 
knowledge, The first award was made in 1959, to Superintendent H, A. 
Larsen, R.C.M.P., for his distinguished work in the Arctic with the 
| St. Roch; the award for 1960 was to Wing Commander K, R. Greenaway, 

: R.C.A.F., for his achievements in developing air navigation techniques 
| for use in high latitudes, where the presence of the true and magnetic 
North Poles present exceptional problems, 


The Society is a non-profit organization, supported 
entirely by the subscriptions of its members and by donations made 
to it from time to time by patrons. Such donations may be claimed 
as a deduction by the donor in computing taxable income in Canada, 
The Society is not, and has never been, supported directly by the 
federal or provincial governments, though it is at the moment in 
receipt of a grant from the Canada Council which is Spread over a 
three-year period and is intended to be non-recurring, 
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Now, let us consider the Canadian Geographical Journal. 


Its purpose is to make Canada better known and also to tell interesting 
facts about foreign lands, particularly those for which Canadians have 
a special concern. The information contained in the articles is 
carefully checked by experts to ensure that the facts are correct, 
while the presentation is in readily readable form, avoiding techni- 
calities, and the illustrations are outstanding. 


Geography is interpreted in the Journal in its widest 
sense, aS a science that deals with man and his environment of land 
and climate, Newly-developed sections of our country are described 
and illustrated as those developments occur, The aluminum smelter at 
Kitimat and its associated power development was covered in the issue 
of October 195; the Trans-Canada Highway and its construction 
problems was covered in February 1957; the development of the iron 
ore mines at Knob Lake and of the railway that carries the ore to 
Seven Islands was described in June 1957; the South Saskatchewan Dam 
project, which will provide some power and will irrigate a large area, 
was described in May 1960, These are random samples of one type of 
article that appears in the Journal, 


Places of particular interest because of their beauty, 
their history, or their special contribution to the Canadian economy 
are described and shown in a wealth of pictures. Thus, Charlottetown's 
centennial was described in July 1955; the Okanagan country in July 
1956; and as a sample from outside Canada, the islands that make up 
the newest federation of the Commonwealth, the West Indies, were 
described in February 1958, Again, these are random titles selected 
to show how we try to cover Canada from coast to coast, and also other 
places of particular interest to Canadians. 


Handicrafts, which are an expression of the history and 
life of a people, find a place, The Journal has featured Eskimo 
carvings, the training of Swiss watch-makers, home-crafts -- rug- 
making, weaving and pottery in New Brunswick (March 190), handicrafts 
in Quebec (January 1933), and the porcupine quill work of the Indians, 
These are a few of the stories, 


Similar lists could be drawn under the headings of 
Botany and Wildlife, Art and Culture, History, Industries and World 
Trade, Transportation and Communications -- the list of subjects is 
too great to be covered here, just as one issue of the Journal, even 
one year of the Journal, is not enough to show the full scope of the 
articles on Canada and foreign lands, 


A regional index of articles from first issue to December 
1959 is now at the printers and will be available shortly. 


. Membership in the Society is open to any individual at 
a fee of $5.00 a year, which includes a year's subscriptio to the 
Canadian Geographical Journal. Schools, libraries and other organ- 
izations may subscribe to the Journal at the same price, though they 
do not become members of the Society. 


Membership fees must be sent direct to the offices of 
the Society, but subscriptions to the Journal which do not involve 
membership may be placed with a large number of subscription agencies, 
though direct application to the Society is preferable in this case also. 





7 Wi J. Megill 
15 June 1960 Executive /Secratary and Editor 
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